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President’s Letter 
by Janice Konstantinidis 

Photo by Lorraine Flakemore 

 

 

Resplendent to see was his wing, 
indeed a beautiful thing. 
Nature’s pure glory, 
telling her story, 
Hope for all did she bring. 
 

Janice Konstantinidis 

Dear Fellow NightWriters, 

I’m convinced that this isolation is doing 

something to my head.  We take the need to 

socially distance seriously: most of our 

groceries are delivered, haircuts are given at 

home and appointments are made for essential 

services only.  And how would we survive 

without Amazon Prime?  Still, becoming 

voluntary shut-ins is changing us.  Only now 

do we really appreciate in person 

conversations, where words are supplemented 

by body language, facial expressions, smiles, 

laughter, hugs.  Only now do we fully 

appreciate the “simple gifts” that friends can 

bring to our lives.  Zoom is good and I enjoy 

our meetings, but it is no substitute for human 

contact. 

I believe that we will get through this 

emergency a better people.  There will be 

challenges for years to come, but if we learn to 

appreciate a little more the value that other 

people bring to our lives, the human condition 

may yet improve. 

See, I told you the pandemic is doing strange 

things to my head. 

Janice Konstantinidis 
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Information about the contest is available on 

the Golden Quill Contest page of our website: 

www.slonightwriters.org 

If you have any questions or comments about 

the contest, please contact me at:  

slonwgoldenquill@gmail.com 

Thanks to all those who participated in our SLO 

NightWriters tradition!     

Steve Derks  

The SLO NightWriters’ Golden Quill Writing 

Contest 2020 will close for entries at midnight 

the evening of August 1, 2020.  We hope you 

have entered! 

The entries will be judged and scored during 

the month of August, with awards planned for 

our general meeting (via Zoom) on 

September 8, 2020.  After awards are 

announced, our winners will have an 

opportunity to read their entries to our 

members.  Please join us for an entertaining 

evening.   

Monthly (Online) Meetings 

During the pandemic isolation, we are offering online meetings and presentations via 

Zoom (see page 4 for details of our August 11 General Meeting). We encourage inter-

ested visitors to join us. The meetings will be held on the second Tuesday of the 

month.  The Critique Table will begin at 5:15 pm and the General Meeting will begin at 

6:30 pm.  

If you have any ideas or comments about our online presentations, please contact our 

Program Director, Steven Mintz, at smintz@calpoly.edu 

Visitors are always welcome. For details, visit our website: www.slonightwriters.org 

Moved or Changed Email? 
 

Please notify NightWriters of any change in address or email: jkon50@gmail.com. Join 

NightWriters and send dues or renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 

NightWriters, PO Box 2986, Paso Robles, CA 93447. Or join/renew online through our 

website: www.slonightwriters.org and pay with a credit card.  

http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:slonwgoldenquill@gmail.com?subject=Golden%20Quill%20Contest%20Judging
mailto:smintz@calpoly.edu
http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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August 11 General Meeting On Zoom 

5:15 pm: Join the Critique Table  

Join the Critique Table at the August 11 meeting!  Those who want critiques, send your 

two pages to Susan (aim2write@yahoo.com) and Terry (tsanville@sbcglobal.net) by the 

Saturday before the meeting (August 8), then login at 5:15 pm on August 11 to hear the 

submissions read and critiqued.  Of course, stay logged in for the general meeting to 

follow.   

Anyone is welcome to join the session; we hope those who just want to listen and hear 

the critiques may attend as well.   

If you have any specific issues or questions you’d like covered at the Critique Table, just 

let Susan know before the meeting: aim2write@yahoo.com.  

6:30 pm: General Meeting 

Presentation:  Publishing During 

COVID-19 by  Teresa Rhyne 

COVID-19 has affected the world and shut down and 

altered businesses and industries across the globe. 

This includes the publishing industry, which is not 

great when you’re an author with a book coming out 

this Fall. How are you supposed to promote your book 

launch in the time of COVID? How do you sign books 

when you can’t set foot in a bookstore? Are there 

actually more people out there reading in their free 

time, or are they just making Tik Tok videos and sourdough 

bread? 

Teresa Rhyne as she discusses the challenges, obstacles 

and solutions that come with promoting a book release in 

the age of coronavirus, including her new memoir Poppy in 

the Wild, set to be released on October 6. Whether you are 

self-publishing soon or have a traditional publisher releasing 

your book, you'll be dealing with a new world of publishing. 

Teresa will examine the difficulties all authors face in these 

trying times, how best to spread the word about your 

release, how to use your current fans to evangelize for you 

and build up new bases of followers, what a "platform" looks 

like now, and whether COVID-19 has actually leveled the 

playing field for self-published authors.   

 #1 NY Times Bestselling Author of The Dog Lived (and So 

Will I) 

Coming October 6, 2020: Poppy In The Wild  

mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
mailto:tsanville@sbcglobal.net
mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
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September 8 General Meeting Preview  

5:15 pm: Join the Critique Table 

6:30 pm:  Golden Quill Writing Contest 2020 Awards 

7:30 pm: General Meeting Presentation:  On Writing, Reading 

and Keeping Hope in the Mail by Wendelin Van Draanen 

Wendelin Van Draanen has written more than 30 novels for young readers and teens. 

She is the author of the 18 book Edgar-winning Sammy Keyes series—often called “The 

new Nancy Drew”—and wrote Flipped, which was named a Top 100 Children’s Novel for 

the 21st Century by School Library and became a Warner Brothers feature film, with Rob 

Reiner directing. The Running Dream was awarded American Library Association’s 

Schneider Family Award for its “expression of the disability experience.” Her four-book 

series—Shredderman—that deals with bullying, received the Christopher Award for 

“affirming the highest values of the human spirit,” and was made into a Nickelodeon 

movie. The related Gecko & Sticky books, which are full of alluring alliterations that make 

for rousing read-alouds, are perfect for reluctant readers. 
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Central Coast Writers Conference   

September 24-26, 2020 
Central Coast Writers Conference goes 

online for 2020 

Special conference pricing for writing 

groups 

Adapting to social distancing guidelines set in 

place due to Covid-19, organizers of the Central 

Coast Writers Conference, brought to you by 

Cuesta College, recently announced the 2020 

event will take place online Sept. 24-26. 

“The show – in our case, the conference – must 

go on!” said CCWC Executive Director Teri 

Bayus. “Thanks to the determination of our 

award-winning staff and their dedication to 

helping writers at all levels achieve their goals, 

I am thrilled to announce we are taking our 36th 

annual event online.” 

Bayus also announced special pricing for writing 

groups –Buy Two, Get One Free! 

“It’s a great way to team up with fellow 

members of your writing group and participate 

in the conference at a discounted rate,” said 

Bayus.  

The 2020 CCWC will be held via Zoom and 

includes five Master Classes on Thursday and 

100 workshop options on Friday and Saturday. 

Tailored for writers of all ages and experience 

levels, participate in classes such as 

screenwriting, beginning writing, poetry, 

memoir, novels, nonfiction, children and young 

adult, and more. 

Keynote speakers for the event include 

Christopher Moore, Jordan Rosenfeld, and 

Monica Piper.  

“No matter where you are in your writing 

career, we want to help you take your writing 

to the next level,” said Bayus. “So, call a couple 

of writing friends and sign up today!” 

The $225 registration fee includes a recorded 

copy of every class for all attendees. Find more 

information and registration forms at 

CentralCoastWritersConference.com. Contact 

Cuesta Community Programs at 

805-546-3100 ext. 2284 or Teri Bayus at 

centralcoastwritersconference@gmail.com. 

Use code WRITERGROUP for 2-for-1 

discount. Follow on social media for the 

latest updates: Instagram and Twitter 

@CCWritersCon and Facebook 

@CentralCoastWritersConference. 

Meagan Friberg 

https://www.cuesta.edu/communityprograms/writers-conference/
mailto:centralcoastwritersconference@gmail.com
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It's the dog days of summer. Lassitude takes 

over and one can't bother to come up with 

zippy words. Besides, there's comfort and 

bonding with others speaking the same 

phrases or word trends; after awhile, the 

words are like ruts in a dirt road or a 

mindless drive to work every day using the 

same route. And it's writing by rote. What 

about any well-worn words in the creation of 

a story?  

 

 

 

 

Two friends meet up. Friend One says, "Hey 

dude, let's do a flight at the beer bar."  

Friend Two flattens his lips in a grimace.  

"How many times have I told you not to call 

me dude?" 

"OK, bro." 

 

 

 

 

Some examples of predictable, shop-worn 

language: 

Action film: Gogogogogo! 

Prescription drug TV commercial: Ask your 

doctor if XYZYMBAL is right for you. 

Girls getting ready for anything: What are 

you going to wear?...Don't know.  And 

you?...Haven't decided yet.  Ask Danella what 

she's going to wear. 

Guys ready for anything: Let's do it! 

In TV and movie westerns: Let's ride! 

Doctor to family: We did everything we could. 

Back in the daily news release from POTUS: 

Our thoughts and prayers... 

Speaker introducing political candidate: A Man 

Who...  

Catfish: You are beautiful my love, my heart of 

hearts. I promise we'll get married after you 

wire me the money. 

 

 

 

Actor Clint Eastwood's character: Go ahead, 

make my day. 

Actor John Wayne's character: THAT'LL be the 

day! 

Selected film scripts and songs, a variation of: 

Everybody gets to die.  

One who poaches dedicated parking spaces: I'll 

only be a minute. 

Recall of a questionable decision: Seemed like a 

good idea at the time. 

Infomercial: Call in the next 15 minutes for this 

incredible BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE offer.  Can 

you believe two products for the price of one? 

But wait! There's more! 

Trite tautologies: (Two words at the expense of 

one): Old adage (an adage on crutches) Widow 

woman (why not a widower man?) PIN number 

(it's already in the Personal Identification 

Number and other PIN acronyms.) Advance 

warning (maybe for two F3 tornadoes) Safe 

haven (makes it twice as safe from the twin 

tornadoes).  

 

 
(Continued on page 8) 

W O R D  P L A Y 
by Morgann Tayllor 

TRIED AND TIRED 
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Then there's slanguage, which can overlay the 

same T & T vocab.  

Urgent phone call from college student: Make 

it rain, Mom. 

Another urgent phone call from same college 

student: Send money, Dad. 

(Continued from page 7) 
 

Criteria for effective use of the Tried and 

Tired: Are any such chiseled words germane 

to the story or characters? If so, they could be 

safe to use. Sparingly. 

 

Copyright 2020 by Morgann Tayllor Jack. 

All rights reserved. 

Submit Stories, Photos and Ads to the Newsletter 

We will publish advertisements for NightWriters’ books and book writing 

related events. This advertising is Free For Members. Please provide the 

graphic (book cover or other graphic) for the announcement.  

We will also accept original photographs, and unpublished Flash Fiction 

between 400-800 words from current members. Excerpts from published 

works, if they stand alone as their own mini-story, are also acceptable. 

We are also interested in articles, kudos and event notices. And if you 

have any other ideas for content, please let us know.  

Send all submissions as attachments to: slonwnewsletter@gmail.com, 

and put NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION in the subject line. We’re all writers... 

so, take advantage of this opportunity to be published in your newsletter. 

mailto:slonwnewsletter@gmail.com
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THE ETHICS SAGE 
by Steven Mintz, PhD 

Looking for a way to express your thoughts 

during the pandemic? Consider writing a blog 

for one of my blog websites. 

I write three blogs that deal with different 

ethical issues broadly stated. My main blog is 

https://www.ethicssage.com/ that addresses a 

variety of issues of concern to individuals and 

society. These often deal with wellness issues 

and how an individual can improve the quality of 

their lives. Ethical implications of alternative 

courses of action are addressed including 

honesty, integrity, kindness and compassion, 

fair treatment of others, personal responsibility, 

transparency, and others. Popular topics include 

ethics during COVID-19, the cancel culture, and 

cyberbullying. 

The https://www.workplaceethicsadvice.com/ 

blog addresses issues of concern to employees, 

employers, consumers, and other stakeholders. 

Ethical implications are addressed including 

trust, integrity, fair treatment of others, 

personal responsibility, transparency, and 

others. Organization-level issues might include 

the culture of organizations, ethical tone at the 

top, corporate governance, ethical leadership, 

and an examination of the capitalistic system of 

economic growth and development. Popular 

topics include corporate social responsibility, 

social entrepreneurship, and environment/

sustainability. 

My https://www.higheredethicswatch.com/ blog 

deals with all issues affecting universities and 

colleges and includes whether schools should 

open in the fall given COVID-19 concerns, the 

value of remote learning, and free speech on 

academic campuses. Current and former 

educators find this blog informative as it 

provides an outlet to discuss issues of a 

GUIDELINES TO GET A GUEST BLOG 
POSTED ON ETHICS SAGE WEBSITES 

personal nature from the perspective of a 

teacher/former teacher and parent.  

The best way to determine whether your 

blog is suitable for posting is to read some of 

my blogs. Generally speaking, these blogs 

range from 700-1,000 words. In writing the 

blog, start with a broad statement of the 

problem or issue you are writing about and 

then broaden the scope of your blog to 

explain why these are important issues, how 

to deal with them, ethical considerations, 

suggested resolutions of any controversial or 

conflict of interest issues raised by the blog. 

It helps to divide the blog into sections to 

organize the discussion and enhance the flow 

of ideas. 

I do not post guest blogs that have 

backlinks to products or services. You 

can mention your organization and 

website and/or a personal email 

account at the end of the blog. Please do 

not send blogs that are designed to 

promote products or services. 

You can send me suggested topics for 

approval. However, unless it is the final draft 

I cannot guarantee it will be used. I can only 

provide guidance on whether what you 

intend to write about is acceptable. 

If you have a personal website or blog, or 

other social media outlet, I would appreciate 

reciprocal treatment whereby a guest blog 

written by me can be posted or reference to 

my website can be provided.  

Feel free to contact me with any questions or 

concerns: steve@ethicssage.com. 

https://www.ethicssage.com/
https://www.workplaceethicsadvice.com/
https://www.higheredethicswatch.com/
mailto:steve@ethicssage.com
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As a writer trying to engage my readers, 

I know the power of words. As a human 

attempting to converse with other humans, 

I know the power of words.  As a mediator 

helping others through conflict, I know the 

power of words.  As a wife committed to 

peace and joy in my marriage, I know the 

power of words. 

Writers put words together in novels to 

entertain, in nonfiction to raise awareness or 

to teach new skills, in memoir to share life 

experiences.  But sometimes we want to 

change behavior or reach some goal we think 

will make the world a better or at least more 

tolerable place.  Maybe these are the most 

important words we’ll use. 

Despite writers sharing the above goals, it’s 

amazing how often we toss words around with 

abandon, seemingly unaware of the damage 

we might be causing, of the pain we might be 

inflicting, or even of the ineffectiveness of the 

message itself, which has insufficient clues for 

the hearer to understand the message. 

If you can master a letter to the editor, you 

can write convincing essays and even help 

your readers understand what drives (or 

doesn’t) your characters in a fiction story. 

I’m a lover and a hater of what I find on the 

opinion page.  I’m not sure what percentage 

of the letters I read are ones which mirror my 

thinking in contrast to the percentage of those 

with which I disagree.  Although those that 

make me smile or that cause me to throw a 

virtual fit, are not the ones which drive me 

nuts. 

The letters that drive me nuts include rants 

that are word salads and seem to have no 

point, no theme, no relationship to reality.  

One type that is most disturbing is the one 

where the writer assumes every reader will 

“get” his sarcasm and innuendo.  If I finish 

reading a letter and look up and ask, “Is he 

for it or against it?” the message is probably 

unclear or missing altogether. 

I’ve got a reasonably sharp brain and I know 

a lot of words, big ones and little ones, and 

what many of them mean.  But it doesn’t 

matter because if the writer is trying too 

hard to be cute or clever, they may never 

make their point clear.  I’ve been caught in 

the situation where I’ve been so impressed 

with my word choices that even a dictionary 

wouldn’t help to get my message across. 

If you haven’t noticed this, pay attention to 

confusing letters to the editor, and notice 

how many writers are so caught up in their 

anger or frustration and their own ‘gotcha’ 

words that you, the reader, have no idea 

what the point is.  (Gotcha words are an 

attempt to not only prove the other person 

wrong, but to humiliate them so badly they’ll 

never write another letter to the editor.) 

I subscribe to one of the neighborhood apps 

that, I’m told, was developed as a place for 

neighbors to join in to solve problems and 

create a community of people helping 

people.  That does happen a lot on mine—

you know, asking for referrals, asking for 

help, offering to share their largess of tree 

 
 

(Continued on page 11) 

TIPS AND TIDBITS 
by Judythe Guarnera 

HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR POWER TO PERSUADE 

BY WRITING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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fruit and vegetables, and forming friendships.  

But it is also similar to Letters to the Editor in 

that people who get upset spew out rants that 

often make no sense. 

Today, contrary to the goal of the app, 

I witnessed a friendship break up.  The threads 

on these sites are hard to follow because of 

timing, which results in them not being 

sequential.  It’s hard to tell who a person 

joining the discussion is responding to.  

Offense is taken to a comment that was made 

to an earlier post intended for someone else. 

These sites often spill over with political or 

religious rhetoric.  People can get nasty, 

tempers can flare, and words, not judiciously 

chosen, wound and demand response or 

retaliation.  

If you’ve been shot down on one of the 

neighborhood sites, or in another discussion, or 

if you’ve been the one shooting someone else 

down, ask yourself what was the goal of your 

comment and did you accomplish it with your 

negative response? 

When people get frustrated, they often name-call the 

person with whom they are in discussion. Again, time 

to ask whether your goal had been to affect change or 

convince someone of a better path forward. Guess 

what—when you called that person a name, you may 

have lost that opportunity. If you just wanted to sound 

superior or to imagine the other persons squirming in 

their seats, you’ve probably been successful. 

Whenever you’re writing to convince others, never 

lose sight of your goal. 

Since, as a mediator as well as a writer, I have 

a heightened awareness of the value and 

danger of words.  I often try to break the cycle 

of anger that’s building.  If I find a post that 

has one positive sentence and five to ten 

negative sentences, I offer my appreciation for 

the positive sentence first.  Then I can carefully 

write about the points I didn’t agree with. 

A good example of a discussion with a goal of 

encouraging others to see it your way, would 

(Continued from page 10) 
 

be the current issue before us of sending 

students and teachers back to the classroom 

in the fall.  Let’s say you begin with a strong 

belief such as: It’s not safe for teachers or 

students to return until we get a vaccine.  If 

another person thinks the pandemic is a hoax 

and working parents need their kids back in 

school, you’ll probably be deep in an 

argument in seconds. 

Rule 1: Don’t lose sight of your goal. 

It’s time to stop and think about your goal.  

If you want to convince others of your 

beliefs, look for common ground, something 

that you can say that they can’t disagree 

with.  Imagine you want to join in a 

discussion about the schools opening, but a 

teacher states he’s afraid that with dwindling 

budgets, the schools won’t be able to protect 

either him or the students. 

If you respond by acknowledging the 

teacher’s valid fears, you can progress to 

discussing what a safe classroom would look 

like.  Positive discussions can lead to 

movements and change can happen.  

As a fellow writer who has strong beliefs and 

ideas, consider Letters to the Editor as a way 

to speak out and be heard.  As with any 

persuasive discussion, the words you use are 

important.  Keep in mind that the more 

common ground you can find, the more likely 

you will be able to connect. As you validate 

each other’s opinions, build on that common 

ground and see how far you can go. 

When I first dated my husband, we used to 

play Frisbee with the dog.  When she got 

tired (she was old), we’d continue to play  

while the dog rested.  I’m uncoordinated, so 

my partner could have taken advantage of 

his skills, and our game would’ve been short.  

Instead we changed the rules.  Our goal then 

was to see how long we could play without 

 
(Continued on page 12) 
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either of us dropping the disc.  He used his 

skills to make sure I could catch it.  When one 

of us did drop it, we laughed.  We’d start over, 

both trying to increase the number of 

successful throws and catches. 

You, as a writer, can use your skills so that 

(Continued from page 11) 
 

both sides can reach a successful outcome. 

In the Rhythm of Writing, 

Judythe Guarnera 

We Need Your Help 

The success of non-profit 
organizations like SLO NightWriters 
depends on its members. We all have 
talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of. 
NightWriters has many special 
opportunities for members to get 
involved, working “behind the 
scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any 
capacity, email: jkon50@gmail.com 

SLO NightWriter Officers 

President: Janice Konstantinidis  

Vice-President: Vacant  

Secretary: Leonard Carpenter  

Treasurer: Steve Derks  

Program Director: Steven Mintz 

Membership Coordinator: Jim Aarons  

Critique Group Coordinator: Tina Clark 

Social Media/Publicity Coordinators:

 Meagan Friberg &  

 Abigail Aarons 

Contest Director:  Steve Derks  

Welcome Committee:  Vacant  

Sunshine Chair:  Judythe Guarnera  

Website Master:  Janice Konstantinidis  

Web Assistant:  Steve Derks  

Newsletter Editor:  Steve Derks  

Photographer: Vacant  

Member at Large:  Susan Tuttle 

Hospitality: Mary Silberstein  

mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
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NEW BOOKS BY NIGHTWRITERS 

Terry Sanville's dystopian novel, Face-to-

Face, was launched on July 1, 2020 by 

Branching Realities Publishing LLC, a small 

independent publisher out of Nevada, Iowa.   

Terry says, "There's nothing like a dystopian 

novel as the perfect birthday or Christmas 

present." 

Face-to-Face is a novel of the 22nd century 

and is book one of the Touchables: A 

Dystopian Trilogy.  This is a  story of 

murder, escape and survival in a society that 

is divided between the elite - the 

Untouchables - and the outcasts - the 

Touchables.  

 

Terry's novel will be available initially in 

hardback and can be ordered at the following 

sites: 

www.irbstore.com 

www.amazon.com 

FACE-TO-FACE by Terry Sanville  

Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately?  
Control Your Own Information 

Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links. Contribute a writing blog post-free publicity!  

MEMBER SITE LINKS  
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps 

build your platform.  

BOOK REVIEWS  

Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit.  

WRITERS SERVICES  

Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.  

FACEBOOK  

Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Face-
book page and your websites and blogs to NW sites.  

LINKEDIN 

Connect with NW on LinkedIn. Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.  

https://www.branchingrealitiespublishing.com/
https://www.irbstore.com/product-page/face-to-face-by-terry-sanville
https://www.amazon.com/Face-Face-Touchables-Dystopian-Trilogy/dp/1951384520/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Face+to+Face+by+Terry+Sanville&qid=1595608131&s=books&sr=1-1
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Kudos, Kudos, Kudos... 

Meagan Friberg 

Meagan Friberg’s article on the Opolo 

Winery, Find Fun Times and Award 

Winning Wines At Opolo Vineyards, was 

featured as the cover story in Spring 2020 

edition of the San Luis Obispo County 

Visitor’s Guide.    

Meagan’s article, Essential in the Fields 

and at the Stands, was published in the 

Summer 2020 edition of the Edible San Luis 

Obispo magazine.   

Kudos continued on page 15 

https://www.slovisitorsguide.com/find-fun-times-and-award-winning-wines-at-opolo-vineyards/?fbclid=IwAR1zQFmIee9238B2SE4sZyieXXbbWJE5phij-dlHU_42qbtOSUZlo-XQW-g
https://www.slovisitorsguide.com/find-fun-times-and-award-winning-wines-at-opolo-vineyards/?fbclid=IwAR1zQFmIee9238B2SE4sZyieXXbbWJE5phij-dlHU_42qbtOSUZlo-XQW-g
https://www.slovisitorsguide.com/
https://www.slovisitorsguide.com/
https://ediblesanluisobispo.com/essential-in-the-fields/?fbclid=IwAR21rC6tDlirozueZraMiH4_IfT5WPzXTnkSLCSLsqaxoLX8W2hRROumPMI
https://ediblesanluisobispo.com/essential-in-the-fields/?fbclid=IwAR21rC6tDlirozueZraMiH4_IfT5WPzXTnkSLCSLsqaxoLX8W2hRROumPMI
https://ediblesanluisobispo.com/
https://ediblesanluisobispo.com/
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Kudos, Kudos, Kudos... 

Terry Sanville  

Terry Sanville’s short story, Midnight 

Tornado, will appear in the October, 2020 

edition of Blood and Thunder, an annual print 

journal published by the University of 

Oklahoma College of Medicine. 

Terry’s short story, The Cabinetmaker, will 

appear in the Fall 2020 edition of Kansas 

City Voices, an annual print magazine put 

out by Whispering Prairie Press of Kansas 

City, MO.  

Susan Tuttle 

Susan Tuttle’s novel, Piece by Piece, won 

third place in the published novel category of 

the Public Safety Writers Association Writing 

Competition for 2020.    

 

 

 

 

 

Have Kudos to Crow About? 

Do you have a recent article or story published in a local, national or even 

international print or online magazine? Or a book published? 

How about a review, or an award, honor or recognition of your writing? 

If so, we’d like to know about it. To have your literary kudos included in 

WordSmiths, send an email to slonwnewsletter@gmail.com by the 20th of 

the month.  

Terry Sanville 
(Continued) 

Terry’s short stories, Two At the Zoo and 

Overdue, will be published by Inwood Indiana 

press, a print and online journal.  According to 

Terry, strange things happen in Inwood 

Indiana. 

Terry’s short story, Ledges, will appear in 

Issue #10 of Adanna, an annual women’s print 

literary journal published in New Jersey.   

Terry’s short story, Beyond the Galaxy, will 

be published in the fall 2020 edition of the 

Concho River Review, a print journal published 

by Angelo State University in San Angelo, 

Texas.   

Terry’s short story, Sealing the Deal, will 

appear in issue #12 of  Switchblade, a paying 

outlaw fiction print anthology that features 

writing in the hardboiled/noir genre. 

Terry’s short story, Glimpses, will be included 

in a print anthology titled Whispers from the 

Universe, due to be published in summer 2020 

by Propertius Press. 

https://www.ouhsc.edu/bloodandthunder/
http://www.wppress.org/kansas-city-voices/
http://www.wppress.org/kansas-city-voices/
https://www.amazon.com/Piece-Susan-Tuttle/dp/1941465102
https://policewriter.com/
https://inwoodindiana.com/
https://adannajournal.blogspot.com/
http://conchoriverreview.org/
http://www.switchblademag.com/
https://propertiuspress.wordpress.com/
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Lines 
by Susan Tuttle 

died; it was like looking into a mirror as we 

stared at each other. We heard it then. 

Movement in the house, footsteps, slow and 

ponderous, approaching the room in which 

we’d been locked. Andrew shuddered, then 

squared his shoulders, putting on a brave-

boy front for the not-so-little girl in the room. 

It slipped a bit when the door creaked open, 

but he lifted his chin and turned to the man 

who stood in the doorway. 

“I finished the picture,” he said, his high 

voice trembling only slightly. “Here.” 

He held out the page. The man took it, 

just as he’d taken us, looked at it and 

crushed it in his hand. Then he seized 

Andrew, who bit back a cry, and hauled him 

up off the floor. The man glared at me. 

“I’ll be back for you,” he growled, then 

he shook Andrew, backed away with him and 

shut me in again. 

I heard Andrew break, heard him cry 

and beg and plead. Just as the others had. 

Then silence descended once more. I knew 

I’d never see him again, just as I hadn’t seen 

any of the others, either.  

But I knew the man would come back. 

Knew what he’d do to me. And I knew that 

she’d be behind him, as she always was. 

Reaching for me. Again. And then I broke. 

“For you, Andrew,” I said as I picked up 

the blue crayon and began to color. Outside 

the lines. 

“So, that’s what happens if you go out of 

the lines,” I said to Andrew. 

We studied his work again. His crayon 

scribbles knew no boundaries. They floated 

willy-nilly across the page, even impinging 

on the sheet that lay beneath the top one. 

Silence clamped down as we listened for 

movement elsewhere in the house: 

footsteps; breathing; items being moved 

around. Anything. Something. Nothing. 

“You should have told me,” Andrew 

finally whispered, his brown eyes huge in the 

dim light. 

“I couldn’t.” 

We stared at each other, both of us 

understanding the volumes that lay behind 

those two words. I reached out and laid a 

hand on his arm, felt the trembling fear that 

shook his small frame. It was a hard lesson 

to learn, not going outside the lines, one I 

had learned a long time ago. Months that felt 

like years, hours and minutes that sat on my 

shoulders, my heart, like blocks of cement. 

Not for the first time did I wonder if survival 

was worth the effort. 

“Maybe I could do it over.” 

We stared at the exuberant riot of color 

he’d laid down on the paper. 

“He counts the sheets,” I told him. “So 

does she.” 

“Okay.” 

It came out like a sigh, a gush of gloom 

and acceptance. The light in Andrew’s eyes 
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As writers, we need to read in order to see 

what others are doing. We also find out what 

works and what doesn’t, what we need to 

avoid and what we want to incorporate into 

our own bag of skills. 

So, as long as we’re reading, why not read 

other members’ books and write reviews for 

them? It’s a win-win for everyone: we learn 

by reading, and authors garner those all-

important reviews for their work. 

NightWriters has set up a Review Board, 

where we connect member readers with 

member writers’ new works. Below you will 

find a listing of members who are willing to 

read and review (on Amazon, Goodreads, or 

their other favorite review site) specific 

works by other members. You must be a 

NightWriter member in good standing to take 

advantage of this board.  If you have a new 

book for review, just contact the reader(s) 

listed here, and arrange to have a book sent 

to them. Please check carefully to make sure 

your genre fits the genres each person reads. 

Have fun! 

NightWriters REVIEW BOARD 

*To be added to our Review Board listing, write to: slonwnewsletter@gmail.com  

and put Review Board in the subject line.  

Review Board Members* 

Name Email Genres 

Jim Aarons jim@jeadvm.com historical fiction 

Mark Arnold markarnoldphd@gmail.com historical, sci-fi 

Judith Bernstein ryewit@live.com memoir, creative nonfiction 

Steve Bowder sbowder@live.com historical novel 

David Brandin dbrandin@earthlink.net political, historical, general, sci-fi 

Tina Clark outsidetheglasstjc@gmail.com sci-fi, creative nonfiction 

Ruth Cowne abuela10@att.net memoir, flash fiction 

Steven McCall steven.mccall7@gmail.com literary fiction 

Jody Julkowski Nelson jjnteacher@gmail.com fiction, creative nonfiction 

Jennifer Rescola jkrescola@charter.net autobiography, novels 

Brian Schwartz brian@selfpublish.org nonfiction 

Mary Silberstein luvlamas@gmail.com  poetry, fiction 

Susan Tuttle aim2write@yahoo.com 
mystery, suspense, paranormal 

suspense 

mailto:jim@jeadvm.com
mailto:markarnoldphd@gmail.com
mailto:ryewit@live.com?subject=Book%20review%20request
mailto:sbowder@live.com
mailto:dbrandin@earthlink.net
mailto:outsidetheglasstjc@gmail.com
mailto:abuela10@att.net
mailto:steven.mccall7@gmail.com
mailto:jjnteacher@gmail.com
mailto:jkrescola@charter.net
mailto:brian@selfpublish.org
mailto:luvlamas@gmail.com
mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com

