
 

Marketing and online 
book promotional      
experts Brian 
Schwartz and Brendan 
Kelso will present an 
interactive program on 
selling your books dur-
ing the NightWriters 
General Meeting,  
February 8, 6:30 p.m.    
 
Learn about marketing 
tactics used by the 

bestsellers, how to best 
utilize Amazon Marketing 
Services, and strategies to 
help you nail the right key-
words that put your book 
in front of the right      
readers. 
 
Topics will include: an 
overview of book market-
ing campaigns; KDP Select 
and the promotional tools; 
running an Amazon pay-
per-click ad campaign and 
keyword strategies. 
 
More books are sold dur-
ing December and January 
than any other months of 
the year. You will not want 
to miss this informative 
meeting on how to sell 
your books online.  
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Session will begin at 5:15 
p.m. Terry Sanville and 
Susan Tuttle will be there 
to critique your work. 
Please keep your submis-
sion to two pages, typed, 
12-point font, double 
spaced. This is a great, 
and safe, way to see what 
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all about.  
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Winter lambing, Creston Road.  

Brendan Kelso and son.  

Brian Schwartz  
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Hello fellow 
NightWriters, 
 
We ended last year 
with a fantastic De-
cember General 
Meeting with over 50 
members in attend-
ance. There were 
stories, raffles and a 
visit from Santa and 
Mrs. Claus, who 
handed out small 
gifts to all those who 
were either naughty 
or nice³depending. 
We shared great food 
and I®m sure every-
one left with a happy, 
positive feeling. 
 
I hope you all en-
joyed whatever     

celebrations you    
observe. 
 
That®s a wrap for 
2018! 
 
Here we are in Janu-
ary again. I am enjoy-
ing some nice walks 
in the sun, bundled 
up,wading through 
crisp fallen leaves, 
and seeing the shoots 
here and there of new 
growth in some of our 
more ambitious 
plants. I am reminded 
of the cycle of life, of 
the passing of the old 
and the coming of the 
new. 
 
Filled with the grati-

tude of this one cer-
tainty in my life, I walk 
on, writing a poem as I 
go. I am brought back 
into balance when I 
trip over a root. It®s a 
good idea for me to 
look where I am going 
in the future.  
 
Welcome to another 
year. I am hoping that 
your transition to 2019 
is smooth, happy and 
Ĝlled with promise. 
 
I wish you all the best 
for a very good 2019. 
Don®t forget to look 
where you®re going! 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Janice Konstantinidis 
President  

SLO NightWriters 
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Swirly Skirt of Skins  

  

The skin of the yellow banana opens easily, 

and I peel off one piece and then another. 

  

I look at the perfect light pointed cone shape, 

with a swirly skirt of skins. 

  

Feeling the delicious flesh inside my mouth, 

I hold the fruit in front of me, and look at it, 

  

Asking, òHow are you here?ó 

 

Janice Konstantinidis 



by Tammie Burnsed 

 
In honor of St. Valentine®s Day, I 
thought it would be fun to have a 
romance writer be the guest speaker 
at our SLONW general meeting in 
February. After searching high and 
low for a talented and well-published 
writer to enlighten us on the topic of 
romance writing, I learned the per-
fect person was long-time SLONW 
member, Rolynn Anderson. Some 
SLONW members are already famil-
iar with Rolynn and have applauded 
her success over the years. But for 
those of you who, like me, are meet-
ing Rolynn for the Ĝrst time, let me 
shine the spotlight. 
 
Get to Know Rolynn Anderson 
 
Rolynn Anderson writes contempo-
rary mystery/suspense novels, 
spiked with romance and enhanced 
by exotic settings. In her previous 
life, she was a high school English 
teacher and principal in Washington 
State. She writes/markets, golfs, gar-
dens, reads, and travels. Wild Rose 
Press is her publisher for two novels, 
Last Resort and Lie Catchers (also 
an Amazon Encore novel). Self-
pubbed are her boutique funeral 
planner series: Fadeout, Swoon and 
Faint. Three more stand-alones are 
Fear Land, Bad Lies and CĄzanne®s 
Ghost. Her newly released Fire is 
Nice, is the Ĝrst of her National Park 
Sable Chisholm Mystery Series. Out 
in 2019: When Mountains Fall, the 
Ĝrst of her Woman at the Helm Mys-
tery Series.  
 
As a writer, she delights in creating 
imperfect characters faced with   
extraordinary, transforming        
challenges. Her hope: You'll devour 
her ­makeover® suspense novels in 
the wee hours of the morning, be-
cause her stories, settings and char-
acters, capture your imagination and 
your heart. 
 

Asked And Answered 
 
Rolynn was kind enough to make 
time in her busy schedule to answer 
a few questions to let us get to know 
her better and understand the writ-
ing process that®s helped lead her to 
success. 
 
What drew you to writing           
romance and suspense novels? 
 
I can think of nothing more mysteri-
ous and complex than budding (or 
renewed) relationships. How 
and why couples ignite, their curious 
contrasts in personality, elements of 
the forbidden, biological urges¤the 
tension/suspense could kill you! To 
this recipe add villains causing cha-
os in the lives of our struggling hero 
and heroine. Now, we®re talking 
about a page turner. 
 
People grow because of turmoil and 
risk-taking. We learn who we are 
and what we can manage as individ-
uals and as couples when we take 
on unimaginable challenges. After 
the dust settles, the villains are dead 
or imprisoned and the hero and her-
oine take a measure of what they®ve 
accomplished¤that®s where I want 
to take my readers.  To resolution. 
To justice. Love prevailing. 
 
Oh, what I put my characters 
through! These are flawed women 
and men teetering on precipices, 
suddenly challenged to Ĝght for 
themselves and the people they 
love. Likely, one person®s dead and 
others are threatened. Mysteries 
have to be solved and criminals  
collared, but in my small communi-
ties, it falls on regular folk to do the 
sleuthing. And because the situation 
demands intense collaboration, love 
and danger bloom. Naturally,      
because my characters have    
weaknesses and are new to        
detective work, they make mistakes. 
Still, by working together, strength-
ened by their love for each other, 

they persevere.  
 
It seems you are an avid and 
adventurous traveler, do any of 
your protagonists share your 
sense of adventure? 
 
They do! Many of my heroines 
have their lives shaken to the core 
by forced moves. In my newest 
release (FIRE IS NICE), Sable 
Chisholm, an FBI agent, must 
leave bad memories in SF behind 
and begin a stint as a ranger in 
Sequoia National Park. In my bou-
tique funeral planner series, the 
heroine leaves the tech world of 
Seattle for a little town in Central 
Coast California. I was an Army 
brat, so I know what it means to 
travel, to move to new homes, to 
adjust to new cities/
countries.  Change is tough for 
everyone, but it can also be trans-
formative in a good way. 

 
Location and setting are         
important elements in your writ-
ing. What suggestions can you 
make to other writers to help 
them develop a sense of place in 
their stories?  
 
Good question. My preference is 
to go there. I visited Sequoia Na-
tional Park (FIRE IS NICE) twice; 
I®ve been to Petersburg, Alaska 
(LIE CATCHERS) three times; my 
setting for LAST RESORT, a Ĝsh-
ing village in B.C., I®ve visited 
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A Visit with February Guest, Rolynn Anderson 

(Continued on next page.)  



by Tammie Burnsed 

 
(Continued from previous page.)  

 
many a time. Connecting via       
internet is not enough. Best, rent a 
VRBO and stay on the site awhile, 
taking in all the senses of the place. 
Aix en Provence? I spent a month 
there before I was ready to write 
CEZANNE®S GHOST. (Note to writ-
ers: this kind of immersion is not a 
chore!) 

 
No Romance Required 
 
Rolynn is a seasoned public speak-
er and has already made prepara-
tions for our February engagement. 
You don®t need to be a romance 
writer to beneĜt from Rolynn®s    

experience or her enthusiasm for 
the writing life. The title of her 
presentation will be: Romance    
Novels-the Billion Dollar Elephant in 
the Room, and she promises that by 
the end of the evening we will     
understand: 
 
1. What are the two essential ele-
ments of any romance? (This one 
will really surprise you) 
 
2. Who is buying and reading ro-
mance? Why? What is the % of ro-
mance in the Ĝction market? 
 
3. Who is writing romance? 
 
4. Is romance literature? (I had to 
ask this one.) 
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A Visit with February Guest, Rolynn Anderson 

 

Tammie Burnsed is the new Program 
Director for SLONW, and sheôs ex-
cited to find smart, engaging speak-
ers for the SLONW monthly       

meetings.  

If you know someone whoôd give a 
great presentation on writing or pub-
lication or other topics that could en-
hance the writing life of our mem-
bers, or if youôd like to give one your-
self, contact Tammie at writer-

tjburns@gmail.com. 

5. Can/do men write it? If you®ve 
never written it, can/should you? 
 
6. Where®s the sexism around 
romance writer/reader/genre? 
 
7. How many categories of ro-
mance novels are there? What 
are they? And who says so? 
 
8. How much sex would you    
expect to Ĝnd in various genres of 
Ĝction on a scale of 1-5 (And, yes, 
this is a trick question): 
 
9. Rolynn®s bumpy road (2001-
today) as a hybrid (small press 
published and self-pubbed)     
author.  

Pomegranates, unpicked.  


