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Editor’s Note: Due to CCWC, our newsletter is late this month, so 

the format is a little different. Apologies! 

 

 

President’s Message 
By Janice Konstantinidis  

 

 Here we are in fall!  How about that?  

This year has had its challenges for us.  We lost our 

lovely Anna Unkovich in 

August.  Anna’s death 

broke many hearts.  Paul 

Fahey passed away in 

September.  Two beautiful 

souls are now missing from 

our writing community.  

Our hearts were broken yet 

again in the space of weeks. 

In the words of 

Eldonna Edwards: 

We've lost two very dear writer friends in a matter of weeks to 

cancer.  Shortly before her death, Anna Unkovich joked on the 

phone with our buddy, Paul Alan Fahey, about how they would 

start a writing group together in the Great Beyond.  I will never 

again look at a rainbow without thinking of these two angels 

clenching a fistful of sharpies, gleefully scribbling across our 

shared sky.  Go gently, my friends. 

We put on our big pants and got on with it, braving 

the Central Coast Writer’s Conference without Anna and 

Paul.  Anna would have been proud of our NightWriter, 

Meagan Friberg, for her amazing leadership as Coordinator 

of Volunteers for CCWC2017.  It was an amazing conference.  

I enjoyed every class I attended and came away full of new 

knowledge and confidence in my ability to get on with my 

writing with fresh ideas.  Kudos to conference director, Teri 
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Bayus, for a job well done. We had some of the best people on the faculty I could ask 

for. 

Back at home, our wonderful and talented Golden Quill Contest director, Tia 

Araminta was working hard with her judges to finalize the contest.  Tia wrote these 

words in an email to me today, “We made it!  We are in the final round of judging - 

congratulations, and thank you!" 

Thank you so much, Tia and our fantastic judges.  

We will be presenting the winners of the contest with their awards at our 

November 14th General Meeting. Please try to be there to congratulate them.  I will be 

inviting two of the winners to read their submissions at the meeting.  Other readings 

will be ongoing over the coming months. 

While on the topic of stories, I was delighted to emcee the Central Writers 

Conference storytelling event at the Morro Bay Inn.  It was a huge success, and 

thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

I would like to have a similar evening at one of our general meetings in 2018.  I 

will get back to you in an email about how we will go about it.  The basics of the 

storytelling event are that people sign up ahead of time.  The stories must be about 7 – 

10 minutes long and be a true recollection from the storyteller’s life.  They should be 

polished and presented with a story arc. 

Here is a link that I found interesting about storytelling. I don’t expect us to have 

a Moth storytelling, however the points here are very helpful.  I would like to have one 

of these events once a year. 

I wish you all an enjoyable fall.  Egads!  The holidays are nigh. 

 

Janice Konstantinidis, 

President SLO NightWriters.  

 

THE GOLDEN QUILL CONTEST IS IN 
THE FINAL ROUND!  

Our wonderful judges are coming to the end of their decision-making 

process. Soon, they will announce this year’s Golden Quill winners! Good 

luck to everyone who entered. 

Don’t forget that our November 14, 2017 meeting will be our Golden Quill 

meeting. Two of our winners will be doing readings! Don’t miss it! 

 

https://gearpatrol.com/2015/05/04/how-to-tell-a-story/
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Submit Your Stories, Photos, and Ads for 

the Newsletter! 
We’re publishing advertisements for NightWriters’ books and book or writing-

related events. The advertising is free for members! Please provide the graphic you 

want me to use (the book cover or other graphic). 

We’re also accepting original photographs, and unpublished flash fiction 

between 500-800 words from current members. 

As always, I will accept articles, kudos, and event notices. And, if you have any 

other ideas for content, let me know! 

Please send all submissions as attachments to elizabethroderick@att.net with 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION in the subject line. 

I’m looking forward to seeing your submissions! 

 

Elizabeth Roderick 

Editor 
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NightWriters “Round Tables” 
We now have two separate critique tables at our general meetings. At Rosie 

MaKinney’s table, participants will critique each other's work in a safe and supportive 

environment. This is an opportunity to get feedback on your work in progress and 

practice your constructive critiquing skills. It is also a great way to get to know other 

writers in our group. You do not have to bring along work to participate. Please keep 

submissions to double spaced, 12 font, two pages. 

Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold will be giving feedback as always on pieces 

brought to their table. If you do bring a piece for critique, please bring three copies: one 

for Terry, one for Mark, and one for yourself. Please keep your submission to 2 pages, 

typed, 12-point font, double spaced, 1” minimum margins all around. Note at the top 

what the genre is, and the age of your audience. Proper formatting is good practice for 

when you are ready to submit to agents/editors/publishers. If you don’t format your 

submissions correctly, you’ll probably be rejected. This is a great—and safe—way to see 

what the critiquing process is all about, get valuable feedback from two fantastic 

writers, and practice reading your work to a small audience.  

More and more writers are coming to the Critique Tables. If you want to make 

sure your piece is read, arrive before the start time to get your name on the list. The 

Critique Round Table starts at 5:15 pm sharp. It is free to NW members, $5.00 for 

visitors. 

  

 

Fellow Writers! 

Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement? Getting married or having a 

baby? Suffering from the loss of a loved one?  

Email me at torrydickinson@gmail.com and I’ll send them a card from their SLO 

NightWriters family.  

Torry Dickinson 

 

mailto:torrydickinson@gmail.com
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BIOGRAPHER FOR HIRE 

I write personal biographies to memorialize the lives 

of loved ones for their families.  The average length is 

fifty pages, with pictures, and may take a matter of 

several months and many visits.  The normal cost 

varies from $3000 to $5000, but can be more 

depending on the complexity of the project.  I am just 

completing a recent project and may be available in 

June for a new start.   

Contact: Darryl Armstrong  

 darryl1219@gmail.com   805-234-4348   

 

mailto:darryl1219@gmail.com
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Submit your stories for inclusion 

in Simply Clear Marketing & 

Media 

Full submission guidelines  

at www.slonightwriters.org 

Submit your 500-600 word short fiction to 

Meagan at meaganfriberg@gmail.com 

 

 
Pick up copies of SLO City News, Bay News and Coast News at local stores and kiosks. Visit 

the SCMM on-line archives to read other NW stories published in the CC Life section of 

SCMM at www.tolosapressnews.com 

 

 

Meagan Friberg 

 

Congratulations to SLO 

NightWriters 

Meagan Friberg and 

Jean Moelter! 

 

http://www.slonightwriters.org/
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
http://www.tolosapressnews.com/
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NW Member Authors, Sell Your Books! 
  

Volunteers Needed 
With our goals of extending member involvement and continuing to 

fulfill SLO NightWriters mission of supporting and advancing fellow 

writers, we are seeking further volunteers for the following Teams: 

Sound/AV: (Setting up sound system for meetings) 

Newsletter: (Writing columns, proofreading) 

Assistant Secretary:(Taking minutes as required) 

Meeting room organization: (Organize the meeting room before the 

meeting and assist with packing up) 

 Critique Groups: (Working with Critique Group Coordinator to 

help new groups get started) 

Board Members at Large: (Members who attend board meetings and 

who can be on call to help as required) 

We need people who are motivated to learn how to be backups to 

all our key board positions. (Members who are experienced in the areas 

of administration, treasury, website, programs, editing) 

Last year there was a period where our board was significantly 

diminished. My goal is to try to ensure that this does not happen again. It is 

to this end that I am reaching out to you all to step up and help make us 

strong as an organization and responsive and effective as a board. 

Our board meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month at 

the same venue where our meetings are held. We begin at 6:30 pm. I 

welcome you all to attend a meeting to see where your skills can meet our 

needs. 

Please respond to President jkon50@gmail.com if you are willing and 

available to join these important teams. And, if you think of other ways you 

can help out, we would love to hear from you.  

Working toward a rich and productive writing community. 

Kind regards, 

 

Janice Konstantinidis 

President SLO NightWriters 

mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
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Sell Your Books! 
Sell your books at our general monthly meetings! If you are a member of the SLO 

NightWriters, we encourage you to take part. We will have a table set up for you to 

display, discuss and sell your books. 

Please note—SLO NightWriters holds no liability in this process. All authors 

participating are responsible for their own money exchanges and for the security of their 

own funds and books. Your dues with the SLO NightWriters must be current. 

 
KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS... 

 

“The Turning of the Tide” by Janice Konstantinidis was published in the October issue 

of Sagacious Illumination. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Terry Sanville's short story "Eating Early" will be published in  

Freshwater, an annual print journal put out by Asnuntuck Community  

College in Enfield, Connecticut. They've been publishing since 2000 and  

seek shorter stories up to 1500 words. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"Dancing Along Fence Lines," a personal essay by Terry Sanville, will appear in an 

upcoming anthology titled Letters to Me and Other Chronic Illness Warriors published by 

Ivy Cirillo Books.  

(This particular project required that authors write a letter to their former self—say 

what you ask?? -- that discusses their chronic illness(es). I found myself writing in the 

second person, typically a no-no as far as most publishers are concerned. The upcoming 

anthology will be over 200 pages long. What a subject and a project! According to the 

publisher, this anthology will be the first in a series, so those interested should check 

them out.) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

http://pub.lucidpress.com/6257bbd9-dba2-4693-971b-f7a916553aea/#b91XPfKjn0xY
http://pub.lucidpress.com/6257bbd9-dba2-4693-971b-f7a916553aea/#b91XPfKjn0xY
https://asnuntuck.edu/freshwater-event-scheduled-at-asnuntuck/
https://asnuntuck.edu/freshwater-event-scheduled-at-asnuntuck/
http://www.ivycirillobooks.com/
http://www.ivycirillobooks.com/
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Terry Sanville's literary short story "Life With Strings" will be  

published online in Gravel Literary Magazine, produced by the MFA  

program in creative writing at the University of Arkansas at Monticello. 

 

(Backstory: this piece was taken from a chapter in a novel-in-progress  

titled The Misplaced. So far, five chapters have been  

published, two online and three in print. Terry says, "My novels tend to  

be episodic. So, it's not too difficult to rewrite a chapter to fit a  

short story format. Besides, it helps get the work out there while the  

full novel may never see print. Also, it a way testing the value of the  

storytelling.") 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Terry Sanville's short story "Overdue," will be included in Anthology:  

Ghost Stories put out in print and digital editions by Zimbell House  

Publishing sometime in October.  Check them out. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Terry Sanville's short story "Learning From Old Generals" will be  

included in an anthology titled Perspectives: Bullies put out by  

Inkling Publishing out of Houston, Texas!! They plan on releasing the  

anthology in early 2018 (assuming the storm waters recede by  

then...ummm, not funny!).  Check them out. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

 

http://zimbellhousepublishing.com/
https://www.inklingspublishing.com/home.html
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Review of September Meeting  

 

Editor’s note: our lovely Jan Alarcon is currently on 

hiatus. If anyone wants to step up in her absence and write 

the review column, email me at elizabethroderick@att.net!   
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH:  

 

 

mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
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Let’s Get Social 

Be sure to give us a “like” on Facebook at SloNightWriters and take it a step 

further by “liking” and “sharing” our posts.  

On Twitter, our moniker is @slonightwriters—tweet us a hello sometime soon!  

And, we have recently launched our Instagram account—follow us at 

slo_nightwriters and we’ll follow you back! 

Looking forward to connecting with all of you online, on your smart phone, 

tablet, or however you like to enjoy your social media! 

 

 

 

 

“Critique Group Connections” 

 

NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Pat Gimer (patgimer@gmail.com)  We’ll print 

your specific request in this Critique Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW 

members to view, increasing opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this information to find a 

match for your needs, make contacts, or to start a new group or critique partnership. Contact 

Janice for assistance if needed and she’ll get you to the right people. And, if you form a group, 

please let Janice know so she can list it on the website. She can also forward your group’s 

information to the newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are available on the website at 

www.slonightwriters.org. 

 ***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we strive 

to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 

affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these 

associations, we hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! 

 

 

 

Critique Group Requests 
 

Holly Thibodeaux works in fiction, non-fiction, screenwriting, memoir and experimental 

fiction. She is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange with writers in a more structured 

mailto:patgimer@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org/
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environment with accountability to boost productivity. Intermediate level preferred; no location 

restrictions. She would also like to find others interested in exploring the philosophy of writing 

and the psychology of storytelling. Contact her at: 

Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique 

group, or 1:1 electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City 

location. Contact Katie at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com. 

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or 

VARIED GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is 

SLO City area. 

Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com 

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION 

with elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is 

Arroyo Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.   

Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net  

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 

ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.   

Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com 

Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – 

CRIME, YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for 

meetings but would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: 

mckay01@gmail.com 
 

David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner 

or editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 

Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt. 

Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com     

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 

RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, 

Morro Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations. 

Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com     

mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
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Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or 

LITERARY HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is 

advanced. Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North 

County. 

Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com     

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner 

for ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S 

MIDDLE GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North 

County is preferred. 

Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com 

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON 

FICTION and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.   

Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com   

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 

FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.   

Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net   

Steve Bowder is seeking a critique group that concentrates on true stories embellished to make 

them interesting, but that stay true to the facts that are known. 

Contact Steve at: sbowder@live.com 

 

mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:sbowder@live.com
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We Need Your Help! 
     The success of non-profit organizations like 

NightWriters depends on its members. We all 

have talents other than writing that any 

organization could make use of. 

     NightWriters has many special opportunities 

for members to get involved, working “behind 

the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any 

capacity, email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
 

About Our Monthly Meetings 
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings: the second 

Tuesday of every month, year round. We encourage 

interested visitors to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission free; 

refreshments served. 

    Next Meeting: March 14th, at United Church of 

Christ on Los Osos Valley Rd, San Luis Obispo 93401. 

General meeting begins at 6:30 pm. Round Table 

presentations start at 5:15 pm. 

     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. 

These groups read and critique each other’s work and 

discuss the business of writing. Visitors welcome; 

phone ahead to make arrangements. See details below, 

or visit our website: www.slonightwriters.org 
 

mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org/
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information! 
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity! 

MEMBER SITE LINKS!  
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform! 

BOOK REVIEWS! 
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit! 

WRITERS SERVICES! 
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page. 

FACEBOOK!  

Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 

websites and blogs to NW sites! 

LinkedIn! 
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections. 

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 

Los Osos, CA 93412-6241  

President: Janice Konstantinidis 

Vice President: Vacant 

Treasurer:   Steve Derks 

Secretary: Jim Aarons 

Critique Group Coordinator: Pat 

Gimer 

Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth Roderick 

Simply Clear Marketing & Media 

Submissions Manager: Meagan 

Friberg 

Social Media Coordinator: Joanne 

Freeney 

SLO NW’s Contest Director and 

Marketing: Tia Araminta 

Member at Large Education:  Susan 

Tuttle 

Member at Large Youth 

Liaison:  Martha Raymond 

 

Notify NW of any change in address or 

email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW 

and send dues or renewal checks (payable to 

SLO NightWriters) to: SLO NightWriters, PO 

Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 

join/renew online through our website: 

 

Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 

15th of the current month for next 

month’s publication. Send in kudos, 

writing articles, quotes, facts and 

tidbits, etc. Mark email “Newsletter 

Submission” and send to: 

elizabethroderick@att.net  
 

 

mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
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PISMO SATURDAY GROUP 
New group starts Saturday May 10.  All levels 

and genres, short stories, poetry, novels and 

memoirs. Work is exchanged one week prior 

to group meetings. 1500 word limit on 

submissions. Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 

from 9:00-11:00 am. Contact moderator for 

location. 

CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 

Moderator:   Tom Snow 

   coinerbop@gmail.com 

 

MEMOIR AND NON-FICTON  
Disbanded until there is more interest. If you 

would like to explore re-starting this group, 

please contact Judith directly. 

CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 

Contact: Judith Bernstein 

       ryewit@live.com 

FICTION/NONFICTION 

Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am 

to noon in San Luis. Members bring original 

work to each session and read aloud to the 

group. The group provides constructive 

suggestions for improving the writing and the 

structure of the stories. Prose forms of 

 literature–short stories, novels, memoirs, 

essays, newspaper and magazine articles, 

travel–are this group’s forte. It welcomes 

writers who are serious about producing 

work 

 for publication. Those interested in attending 

or who need more information should 

 telephone. OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 

Contact Terry Sanville 541-0492   or   Gloria 

Pautz 543-2049 

 

Critique Groups with Openings 

 

WRITE NOW 

These bi-weekly Wednesday critique 

meetings are for more experienced and tech-

savvy writers. Submit up to 3,500 words of 

your current project to Dropbox by Sunday 

night, and then, using track-changes in Word, 

upload your reviews of each other member’s 

work to Dropbox by 6:00 pm Wednesday. 

Meeting time is used to cover discussion-

worthy items: logic issues, theme problems, 

etc. Commas, punctuation, and spelling are 

left on the written page. We follow these 

Rules of Conduct. Recommended reading 

is Story by Robert McKee. 

 Meetings are every other Wednesday 

at  

6:00 pm. Email moderator for location and 

dates. 

CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 

Moderator: Cynthia Replogle 

     cynthia.replogle@gmail.com 

805-904-6365 

 

 
 

mailto:coinerbop@gmail.com
mailto:ryewit@live.com
https://www.meetup.com/San-Diego-Writers/pages/19805315/Our_Humble_Rules_of_Conduct/
https://www.amazon.com/Story-Substance-Structure-Principles-Screenwriting/dp/0060391685/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
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HI HOPES  
This group was invented to fill a need for a 

Los Osos/San Luis Obispo group that 

incorporates writers who generate stories, 

essays, novels, poetry—you get the picture—

writers of any description. Whether or not you 

wish to publish, we’ll help you with ideas to 

improve your writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, 

we meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM 

and usually wrap up in time for lunch. We 

meet in various locations. Call one of the 

moderators to arrange a visit, or get more 

information. CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW 

MEMBERS 

Moderators: Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034 

   Audrey Yanes, 748-8600 

 

NORTH COUNTY RACONTEURS 
This group has disbanded for various reasons 

until further notice.  

 

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP I (Wed. 
a.m. Group) 

Meets every Wednesday morning in 5 Cities 

area from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 

traditional NightWriter critique group. Work 

is produced in each session, then analyzed 

according to the objective of the day’s goal. 

Based on writing exercises designed to jump-

start the creative process (based on the lessons 

and exercises in the Write It Right Series), 

these sessions take writers through the process 

of writing fiction from inception of idea to the 

final resolution. This group is for all writers 

who want to learn the process of crafting a 

well-told story while developing their own 

voice and style. We explore such topics as 

ideas, character, story arc, tone, voice, POV, 

tension, dialogue, resolution, writing 

mechanics, etc.  There is a small monthly fee 

involved for this class to cover materials. 

CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS. 

Contact:  Susan Tuttle: 458-5234 

   aim2write@yahoo.com 
 

 
WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP II (Wed. 
p.m. Group) 

For all writers of fiction and creative non-

fiction, a writing instruction class that meets 

weekly and takes about a year to complete. See 

full description under Wed. a.m. Group. Meets 

from 3:00-5:00 pm in Los Osos. Current 

members are presently getting their work 

published after only six months or so. 

CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 

Contact: Susan Tuttle, 458-5234 

  aim2write@yahoo.com 

mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
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Critique Groups Currently 
Closed to New Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE THURSDAY GROUP  

This group meets at 9:00 am every other  

Thursday at The Coffee Bean in Pismo 

Beach. Anyone interested in joining them 

can email the moderator for full details. 

CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS, 

and visitors are always welcome. Contact 

the moderator for details. 

Moderator:  Mark Ruszczyzky 

   zsur@aol.com 

 

 

KICK START 
 
Looking for three to four writers who 

could meet on Monday or Tuesday 

evenings in SLO, near Marigold Center 

(Tank Farm/Broad area). For fiction, 

action adventure, memoir type pieces. 

Start May 1 or 2. Moderator has a Fine 

Arts degree and an MBA. 

CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR 

MEMBERS. Contact moderator for 

details. 

Moderator: David Schwab 

   805-459-3200 

 
 

PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP 
New group began Meeting on May 1. 

All levels and genres: short stories, 

novels, poetry, memoir. Work is 

exchanged one week prior to each 

meeting; 1,500 word limit on 

submissions. Meets the 1st and 3rd 

Wednesday from 9:00-11:00 am in 

Pismo Beach.  

CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN 

TO NEW MEMBERS. Visitors 

welcome. Contact moderator for 

location. 

Moderator  Tom Snow 

coinerbop@gmail.com 

 

LONG STORY SHORT 

This group is currently inactive. 

Moderator: Diane Smith 858-414-0070   

 

 mdcomposes@yahoo.com 

 

 

LO PROSE 

Meets in Los Osos on the first and 

third Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 

10pm. Charlie Perryess and Anne 

Allen share hosting responsibilities, 

running a tight ship so that everyone 

can read. No cross talk permitted. At 

the beginning and at our break we 

socialize. We’re all serious but fun-

loving. Presently the writing covers 

several genres: YA novels; short stories; 

short stories woven into a novel; fantasy; 

humorous mystery novel; political satire 

novel; and personal essays. We write just  

about everything except poetry.   

CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO 

NEW MEMBERS but guests are 

welcome.  It may happen that space 

could be made for a compatible writer. 

Moderators: Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 

          Anne Allen, 528-1006 

 

 

mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
mailto:coinerbop@gmail.com
mailto:mdcomposes@yahoo.com
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 FICTION/NONFICTION 

Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am to 

noon in San Luis. Members bring original work 

to each session and read aloud to the group. 

The group provides constructive suggestions 

for improving the writing and the structure of 

the stories. Prose forms of literature–short 

stories, novels, memoirs, essays, newspaper 

and magazine articles, travel–are this group’s 

forte. It welcomes writers who are serious 

about producing work for publication. Those 

interested in attending or who need more 

information should telephone.   CURRENTLY 

FULL — NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS  

Moderators: Terry Sanville, 541-0492  

                      Gloria Pautz,   543-2049 

 

SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS 
This group focuses on serious writing in a 

friendly, supportive environment. Members 

who write at an advanced or intermediate level. 

We meet on the second and fourth Saturdays 

from 9:30 to noon in Grover Beach. 

The members thrive on variety: writing short 

stories, articles, and novels: all genres from 

fiction to biography and memoirs. Members 

exchange work by email one week prior to the 

meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques. 

The critiques are aimed at eliminating 

weaknesses and increasing strengths in 

everything from plot and character 

development to grammar and proper 

manuscript preparation 

We are serious about fully developing each 

member’s writing 

talent, whether for publication or for personal 

satisfaction. 

CURRENTLY NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS  

Moderator: Judy Guarnera, 474-9598  

                           j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

NORTH COUNTY CRITIQUE GROUP 

Meets twice a month on Thursday from 1:30-

4:00 pm at the Atascadero Library. the group 

includes intermediate and advanced level 

writers of fiction and non-fiction, both 

published and unpublished. Our critique 

process is upbeat and constructive. We send 

around pieces in advance, and read aloud at 

sessions. Potential new members are 

encouraged to visit to see if we are a mutual 

fit.  

CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN NEW 

MEMBERS 

Moderators:  Lillian Brown, 215-6107 

   lilliofslo@aol.com 

   Mike Perry, 466-8311 

   dmperry1012@att.net  

 

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP 

This group is currently inactive.  

Contact:  Irene Chadwick, 481-3824   

  irenekooi@gmail.com  

 

WORD OF THE MONTH: 

dotard 

doh-terd 

noun 

a person, especially an old person, 

exhibiting a decline in mental faculties; a 

weak-minded or foolish old person. 

E: He felt quite the dotard when he lost his 

keys. 

mailto:j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lilliofslo@aol.com
mailto:dmperry1012@att.net
mailto:irenekooi@gmail.com
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Writer by the Sea-October 2017 

Of Losses, Plays, and Scarecrows 
By Dennis Eamon Young 

 
  

We are now in the Autumn quarter of the Celtic season 

known as Lughnasadh (Loo ‘ nassa) which runs from August first to 

October thirty first. The gift of maturity arrives with spiritual and 

physical gatherings. It is a special time to celebrate all who have 

gone before us, leading the way by upholding the noblest human 

values and helped others steer a valued course with their wisdom 

and compassion.  

Just recently, two such special friends, Anna Unkovich and Paul Fahey have 

departed for the mysterious realms. We honor them for all the grace and wisdom they 

have shown in life, leaving us a fine legacy of helping others along the way. 

I have just wrapped up photography of rehearsals, character stills and the play 

itself of “Becoming Julia Morgan” at The Monday Club of San Luis Obispo. Mara Purl 

led the first rate cast in Belinda Taylor’s memoir of California’s first accredited female 

Architect, in collaboration with Director Linda Wilson. I believe the spirit of Ms. 

Morgan would finally approve of her full story being told, so people could appreciate 

her more properly. 

Known mostly as that iconoclastic architect responsible for the design and 

construction of Hearst Castle, Mara allows us insights into the person behind that 

image, in a nuanced performance of Ms. Morgan’s more human struggles. The event 

was a benefit for The Monday Clubhouse Conservancy Fine Arts Awards and 

sponsored by Cyndi and David Runstrom. I believe it is important that we understand 

more about one of the arts and the inherent struggles involved, so we might better 

appreciate all the arts. I applaud everyone involved. 

A night’s entertainment for those who attend an event such as this may not be 

accompanied by an understanding of the research and writing with which the project 

began. Next came the collaboration of Ms. Purl and Ms. Wilson breathing life into Ms. 

Taylor’s words. Long rehearsals followed, with the dedicated cast knowingly taking on 

the task of creating real and appealing characters for the audience to connect to, 

understand, laugh at or feel sympathy for, all in a matter of hours. As much as I love 

movies, a play is more incredibly intimate. 
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As Autumn leaves depart the trees the chill of Samhain (Sow ‘ en), the Celtic 

season of the Winter quarter, brings deeper introspection about the complex dealings of 

our lives. It all began on Ireland’s hilltop of Meath, northwest of Dublin, to celebrate a 

time when the veil between the living and the dead grows thin. It is a time when the 

ghosts of those who have departed may walk among us again. It is a time when cultures 

around the world celebrate like-minded festivities to acknowledge the passing of one 

earthly season and the coming of another in its place. 

As the seriousness of this season has waned in the public mind, one facet yet 

remains: Scarecrows! Cambria, California, has become a modern mecca for scarecrow 

lovers, as noted by the New York Times.  

The symbolism of these icons of a bygone age, now a sign of frivolity, to honor 

our ancestors and loved ones will hopefully not fade into utter insignificance. Over four 

hundred of these creations are manifested throughout the Cambrian landscape, hanging 

from trees, guarding storefronts, holding court as well as a parade. They delight one 

and all for the month of October, only to disappear into who-knows what hidden vaults 

until called forth once more. 

If we nurture and have respect for the cornucopia of gifts each season presents to 

us, we may explore the various doorways and thresholds of the spiritual realm with 

excitement and wonder rather than fear and truculence. In doing so we will honor those 

who have gone before us. They would be pleased. 

 

Excelsior, Dennis 

 

  

 

Our Book Club 
By Jean Moelter 

     Before we all go home, let’s talk about our next meeting. I’ve 

chosen Middlemarch by George Eliot. You know how I love the 

classics! Some of you don’t adore nineteenth-century literature 

like I do. But this book is a page-turner, if you give it a chance. It 

gets going after two hundred pages or so. 

     I think we can all agree, it’s been a long time since we read a 

book that was challenging or worthwhile. Sorry, Brenda. Fifty 

Shades of Grey was fine. I just think our next book should be 

intellectually stimulating.  
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     Middlemarch has great topics for discussion: daily life in 1830s England, political 

reform, the effects of the railway on the rural economy. And the author is so interesting. 

George Eliot lived at a time when women weren’t taken seriously as writers. Seriously, 

Phoebe? You didn’t know George Eliot was a woman? Where on earth did you go to 

college? Just kidding. 

     Anyway, copies of Middlemarch are easy to find. The library has several, and any 

used bookstore will have a bunch. So, we’re all going to read it, right? No excuses? Hey, 

no need to get defensive. I know this isn’t a book club where you have to read the book. 

But if everyone made an effort, think of the wonderful discussions we could have. Most 

months, it’s impossible to even talk about the book. Either people haven’t read it at all, 

or they’re halfway through and don’t want anyone to spoil the ending. Which is pretty 

selfish. 

     Yes, I know everyone is busy. But when we get together I hear about TV shows 

you’ve binge-watched and articles you’ve read online. So, you could read one book a 

month. You just choose to do other things in your free time. 

     That’s just me. I’m passionate about books. That’s why I joined a book club. But I 

guess “book club” means different things to different people: a fun night out with the 

girls, adult conversation, an escape from homework duty. So, of course, you don’t think 

it matters if you read the book. Or come on time.  

     At least the host should be on the ball, don’t you think? Last month when I arrived at 

Stephanie’s house – I was the first one there, as usual – she actually looked surprised to 

see me. Yes, Stephanie, you did. It was clear you forgot you were hosting book club 

until you saw me at your door.  

     Don’t deny it. Your family was still sitting at the table. They hadn’t even finished 

dinner. And remember what you served us? A store-bought cheesecake that was still 

frozen. I almost broke a crown! 

     Wait. Where’s everyone going? Is the meeting over? I suppose it’s getting late. Well, I 

look forward to seeing you all at my house on the twenty-fifth to discuss Middlemarch 

by George Eliot. It’ll be great. I promise.  

 

Jean Moelter performs regularly on local stages and has written many plays, articles, and essays. 
 

 

 

 

 



                     NW  WORDSMITHS     OCTOBER 2017 

 

 

23 
 

What Goes Around 
By Meagan Friberg 

  

 It was against my better judgement, but I did it anyway. 

Rick’s expression when I invited him to dinner with my new co-

workers said it all – he thought we were getting back together. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. Between his non-stop 

verbal abuse – what he calls sarcasm – and his inability to keep a 

steady job, I’d had enough. Still, I needed a date and Rick was 

available. 

“Sherry is such a quick learner, as I’m sure you’ve already 

discovered,” he says, laughing as he opens the bottle of Pinot 

Noir situated at the center of our table. “I mean, it only took her 

three months to figure out how to use her iPhone.” 

I give him a stern look, trying to express my unhappiness. It always starts out 

this way; a “harmless” comment or two. There was a time when I found his sarcasm 

humorous. Back then, it was directed mostly towards other people; I was wrong to find 

it amusing. Once I became his target, I finally noticed the damaging effects of Rick’s 

sarcastic ways. 

A quote from Dana Perino…Sarcasm, it’s been said, is like cheap wine – it leaves a 

terrible aftertaste…helped me understand it was time to put Rick in my past. Get rid of 

that terrible aftertaste. Unless, of course, I was desperate for a date. Will I ever learn?  

“Hmmmm,” I murmur, and turn my focus to my new office manager. “So, Ellen, 

I’m quite excited about the beauty products promo.” 

“It’s a project I’ve been pursuing for quite some time,” she says. “Having your 

expertise in the industry is such a bonus for our team.” 

Rick squirms, trying to resist a sarcastic comment. It’s inevitable. 

“Yeah, right, she’s such a beauty. Especially when she wakes up in the morning 

with no makeup on.” 

Ellen looks at me, then responds, “I can’t imagine how beautiful Sherry must 

look in the morning. A natural beauty, this girl is.” 

“Ha!” he laughs, pantomiming spitting out his wine. He’s on his third glass and 

doesn’t show signs of slowing down. It’s free, thanks to my new employer; the perfect 

perk as far as Rick is concerned. “She’s something else, all right.” 

Ellen grabs my hand. “Come with me to the ladies’ room?” 

I turn towards Rick and say, “I’ll be back in a few.” 

“Have fun,” he laughs. “Don’t fall in.” 



                     NW  WORDSMITHS     OCTOBER 2017 

 

 

24 
 

Ellen takes my arm and leads me past the ladies’ room to the patio.  

“What’s up with that guy? I absolutely hate sarcasm and guys like him are the 

reason why.” 

“I know, he’s a jerk. Rick is my ex, actually, and for good reason. I only asked 

him along because I didn’t have a date and sometimes he actually knows how to 

behave. I was hoping he’d reign it in a bit tonight while I was with my new coworkers.” 

“I have an idea,” she says. “Let’s turn things around and see how he likes being 

the target.” 

We head back to our table where Rick, by now, is clearly inebriated. 

“Sorry we were gone so long,” Ellen says. “I presume by the empty wine bottles 

you were just fine on your own. I mean, you can really handle your alcohol, big guy.”  

Rick squints over his wine glass in my direction. “Let’s get out of here.” He 

stands up as if to leave. 

“I’m only kidding,” Ellen says, with eyes focused on me. “Don’t get all bent out 

of shape!” 

I laugh louder than I have in years. “I’m going to like working with you, Ellen!” 

 

Meagan Friberg works as a freelance writer, reporter, editor, and photographer; 

numerous of her articles, stories, and photos have been published locally. 
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Saying Thank You Might Get You Published 
By Judythe Guarnera 

 

 

 Some years ago, when I was looking for a job, I read over 

and over statistics that indicated that those who sent thank you 

notes after job interviews, were in the single digits percentage-

wise. In other words, it is not a common practice. 

 Let’s say that the Human Resource Manager interviewed 30 

people, most of whom seemed to have the skills needed for the 

position. Ten percent (3 people) send a thank you note. Remember 

most of the 30 are a good match, so who do you think might get a 

second interview? According to the research the three who sent 

thank you notes stood out and were asked back for a second interview. 

 Imagine that the piece you have written is being assessed for, not a job, but a 

coveted single spot in a journal or magazine. If thank you notes work for job interviews, 

might they also be effective when you thank an editor/publisher for publishing your 

work? Or for even considering your work. As one of my writing friends says, “find an 

editor who likes your work and continue to send your writing.” And be sure to say, 

“thank you” at every opportunity—when your piece is accepted and again when it is 

published. 

 When my kids were in school, I volunteered in their classrooms.  I did so for a 

variety of reasons. The driving factor was a desire to improve the learning environment 

for all the kids.  Secondarily, I knew that my relationship with the teacher might be a 

plus for my children. Teachers were comfortable giving me a heads-up if something my 

kids were doing or not doing needed some attention. 

 Most of us try to be polite and helpful to others, just because it feels good. Yet, I 

believe there is nothing wrong with getting fringe benefits. When you are polite and 

thank an editor for publishing your work because it is the polite thing to do, you may 

also earn an important fringe benefit—you will stand out from all those who didn’t say 

‘thank you.’ (Everyone loves to be appreciated.)  

 The next time you submit a piece, the editor may very well remember your name 

and your work and place it at the top of the pile, instead of the bottom. 

 

In the Rhythm of Writing 

Judythe Guarnera 

  


