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Presidentés Letter

by Janice Konstantinid

Dear Fell ow NightWriters,

This moihtlhi Ke to bring up a subject

have heard from me before: we need
volunteers!-ofaCulr agask board

me mber , Steve Derks, would Iike to
to other adventures in 2021. He

running the Golden Quill Contest njea
we wi || need someone to carry that

beginning in the spring of 2021. jer
term, we will need volunteers to N jher
positions of treasurer and newsle

I can understand the desire to
chall enges; we wil!/l al |l move on eventually. As

an organization, we al ways pne®gekchpeo! §gowirt bwdh you w
desire to contribute time andhgmerNdyhttavrén syrse pl ea

SLO NightWriters keeps proyiodinng si tag m&ambe&frs our Zoo
an enjoyable experience. we can talk about your id
Speaking of expeiisemoeé reqwitédthat, | want to wish

take on a role in NightWriteppy hWe iwialyl seragwinde
the training you need.

oul d
se | e
Im boa
eas.

you

Janice Konstamptini
a board

I f you have a desire to fill a role as
member, a task coordinator, or if you have a

Sup there, you with the
l[Gn cl ai ming this here as
1 not sdadd, for

and | thGekgybtue rude;

your actions are really

Janice Konstantini

Phot oLdryr ai ne FI akemovle




December 8 General Meeting Preview

5:15 pm: Join the Critique Table

6:30 pm: Ités A Zoom Holiday Party!

I our |l ast NightWriters meeting of 2020 and tijme f
HOLIDAY PARTY. Pl ease join us for a chance to shareg som

your fellow NightWriters. Look for the Zoom meleti ng

coming week.

This eparty will feature:

9 storytelling
Members are invited to share a story, a fami/l tra
proud of with other members. I f you are intefeste
Steve Mmitret Z@cal ppopl gnddbet him know what you [woul
Pl an on speaking for about five minutes, or i y ou
1,500 words or | ess.

1 Raffle
Several gift card prizes wil/| be rnausftl ebde dpurre shegn tt h
to winThe SLO NightWriters board contributes he p
something to donate as a holiday gift prize, D | eas
(_Lkon50@gma)i | k caow

9 Dress for the Season
Members are encouraged to dress in seasonal swag.

9 Bring your own food and drink

Let us toast a year that we wil!/ never

forget
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Critique Group News
by Tina Clark, Critique Group Coordinator
Join a Critique Group in 2021 How they Work
The end of 2020 is fast appeaocahc heirng,i gauned gtrhoeup sets fits o
time is near for us to set hoouw fWreiqtuiemd |10yo alhse yf ccronvelne, h
2021. I'f dGyoleldomg to a critddiwen@d OMdPrk should be sufpbmitt
now is the perfect time to |jeonignt honoef! i tMonsst aobfl e t o ble cri
the &l wbbitigque groups haveiheemnemai |l tme writer realds th
their work and meeting on Zooyotm |douurdi,Nndantdnegr oup membelrs pr
pandemic. | f you have neverf ebeedboancgke d GoomnPemnet,s can ralnge f
here is the | owdown on how cthhaerya cwoerrk daenvde | opment to Jawkwa
the benefits they can proviaied gQnaemnvafr Ousrsues.
f;'ete'ggfogv;"“gf S recru:,.tIB}gefirt]s?o\?’aE]r?tlraBgérgtﬁp
, you can in critrque groups
with club owewi sg¢esnaght wri tTéhres .bemgefits of joining aj crit
under the SLO NW CRITIQUE GRQOiERASuUus to | ist, but herje are
heading. 1.Gives you much needed fEedba
So often we write in a pfacuul
idea how our ideas will] soun:q
the worl d. Critique gropups p
Friday Night WritersoGroup i s environment for you to Hisco:
l ooking for one or two] moreyomk tvwifisi Trli't ot her s.
critiqgue Zoom meetings We meet the
second and fourth Fridhys2ofMPerlahes your craft!
month fr-&dmme We CfitiCIIAL/Je You will not only receilpe di.
prose, poetry, screen ritiyng@ur lvedrtke reshalto wi Il build yo
publ i sher &£, fedyiotuo rasr e but by critiquing otherfp you
interested, please emajl | wusfijatst hand what workd&@ anfd wha
fridaynightwritersgrp@mailf.rcoOnin a &Gepderspecti ve.
3.1t keeps you writing!
The regularly schedul ed] meet
accountable to producing new
material by setting a deadl i
I f you have questions abojut fo
a SLO Nightwriters critique gr
not hesitate to contact me at
outsidetheglasstjc@ymail .Jcom


http://www.slonightwriters.org
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Sunstine Corner

Need a Little Sunshine?

Into every life a little rain might fall, times when we long for sunshine, but no one notices.

NightWriters would like to send a card to any of its members who areill, have lost a loved

ey So, Fellow Writers, we need you!

S

en some-

lease email me, Judythe Guarnera: judy.guarnera@gmail.com and let me know wh
one you know needs a little sunshine.
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(Continued f6)om page

up in unexpected places. HENpBEHhDY tB B8nwoptd of tepchnol

the tool boxes under the tree, as bemused

guests gawk. Shakespeare’'s dangling '

participle is hanging fromEéoéﬁbSE‘Q PTG:SeTﬁ@UHSheS us;

participle has Hasnd &jite dr efardoshUst ains continuity. Unforgetj[

"S|eeping in mys@wp@ﬂ“’dstuﬁ\/@|t|ng to be t0|d, for tth e ri

me . " gift that keeps on gi vi ng| It

e e e e connecti on.

The party winds down but the conversation

will continue. Our wo+rds afepgveghwheépnaO by Morgann| Tayl

eclectic, innovative, whiméltalrightiscoasteanmety

Monthly Zoom Meetings

During the pandemic isolation, we are offerin onl i

Zoom (paeecef 8r details of our December 8 Gener 4l Me e

interested visitors to join us. The meetings il b

mont h. The Critique Table wil!l begin at 5: 15fpm an

6: 30 pm.

I f you have any ideas or comments about our ohnf|line

Program Director, Smeven@Mahpal yaedu

Visitors are always welcome. Fwwwdeltamnilght wiisjfpr uo

How to Join the Monthly Zoom Critique Table

1.1 f you desire to have your work critiqued, end vy
Tuttdiemqdwr i te@yahoaondcoTner ryt Samwiillll e@fb) gthy btdile net
Saturday before the meeting.

2.Login to the monthly Zoom meeting a few mingfges b
the meeting using the |ink provided in the mai l
Zoom meeting is schedul ed. You are welcomejffo jo
|l isten and hear the critiques.

3.1 f you have any specific@i dd9Kkes corveqledastaitongijey cCu i
just | etaiSmZiwami t(e @y ajh ooor. cTeesmaryv i(l | e @s b} gk mbw If.Jnet
before the meeting.
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TIPS AND TIDBITS
by Judythe Guarnera
WHEN TAKING A RISK IS WORTH IT
The frai-hai wedt woman | ookedamy ®istlhi ke. | do know ornfe con
rheumy eyes as | opened thdcaubf pbohatbhley owmien f or comi ng
room in the assisted Iciadilregiftdicitihiet ynwosie excudesubfmiwhy |
home for two years. Her 10mMYy&®dr komprey ®d ten. How afpout
squinted, as her memory triggfel ¢ ighdgeficarrd€often from memb
visitor in her doorway. over the years, beginning|l with
il Juddy,said. | repeated mydidmd &£ Ithe NightWriterf col
moved closer, squatting doWw®WwWSdamperfadeé wdseLy have nfothin
right in front of hers. Wheatwart . . shWhemjdalsiuggest thely tak
heard me, despite the absendeidfenisér fiodarithmgir own Jlives
aids, or whether she saw sdM&€tmhi ddetyiNgt bwng interesfing
sparked a memory, her grinhapiensdd itrHdneyl sy,
wrinkles in her face Led dissect that st &temen Fil
| sat down, fully prepared¢etdamdliisdwtithimpd tMPSK deriteI;S ar
the conversation that | kndwl!fledm. eMhemuvedei ving, y hu:
would foll ow. Oksayt helutdiyme Héomet i mes compl ains about] a dr
use those creative skills t@mdt oudriefidrandiicesf dfAwntierced
side of yeamdblriaénthrough yduer diodetup. | at e because tihe ba
. . |l ast night dmd es HéHe woorokk.p at
Wudym do glad‘ to see you. %b%%%%%hbﬂ%, annoyance orgo
me a copy of oyour book? . .
more | practice my story el |
foh, Evenysorty. The Smipmeﬂéwh%grﬁ‘y of you in your ylouth
come yet. The new ones should_ ,be out in_ .a
) past your curfew and tol d] a wh
coupl e of\ vvdel_ekbe Ybea f'rSt_ctoonfgreotntaed byfDadpaft edo @kt
°°!°y' I miomasehed as a SIIiqr.]_tTfhreovc\;”l]ock in the skatrng r
flitted across her face andnidn'é:sl%xpcpkeaarne ‘I knew | had anot
iSo, tell me al | about oyourhaovwnr | @ndotolkkern olurf,ound out] t he
Evel yn fislaiy.tell s me you gdtr okmen.
advance of $26, GwE.h Dhhaotd ngws. |
R i ave you ever put a dent |in yo
I(m.s? proud God aloway s Iovedtgogéve face and frustratl) on,
writong. story about how you stoppled fo
ok woman crossing the street] and
I e had some |l uck entering ysohuord?I dssntlé)rwydown in time gand cl
writing contests, but, of course, never( Coqntinued9pn|] page
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Page 10

(Continued f9 om page

What i@f hheeard that dogs thabhavetbetwhpadapproaches. One s to
rabies @nttae to get a zil IkiioWd PHotas qauedti on that ppps i:
he was deathly afraid of nemwaditeess? how silly, without|worr)

t he re ous estion, anfl kee
What i f a neighbor saw him andpthvI u qu I .‘
st|cks, (you knpw I il

eth
was havingi mddcads fit and ca rP r‘hg .
i ] i ) spa at the wal|l to pee i
police? (Warning: this is a senS|t|ve topi,c, but.

) . s | des down to determine gl de
timely.) What i f he was a perso.n o f V\?olor. and
. , first hat i f makes sepse al
the police came and accidentially ;shot hi m? . .
as a ‘starter, adding quesgjtions
Now, I admit some of my whabte isfusc caereedisnigl Ipyl,dtd updoeivret! sojpuendt i |
lbn hopingeyagetting the i deaa odr ahfotw sat ory | i ne.

story can be born from an odd or wunusual

something you observe, and if you play around

with it, it might make a fijfR@eRIyhmbfWithgt as it did
with my memory of Evelyn. Judythe Guarnera

Whennl seri ously doing what i f exercises, |

Submit Stories, Photos and Ads to the

Newsletter
We will publish adverti s ébmoeonktss & nod i ogkh t] Wr i t
writing related events. This advert:i i ng i s

provide the graphic (book cover or o
announcement

herl]l gr a

We wi | | al so accept original photogrjppphg, an
Fiction bet8MelenwodrOdds from current memberl|s. E
from published works, if they ssttaonrdy ol orne as
are also acceptable. We are also interedqted
event notices. And if you have any of herl ide

us know.

Moved or Changed Email?

Please notify NightWriters of ankxoanlbhdmgenai nJ ajdjehnr e s s
Ni ght Writers and send dues or renewal <checks payalt
Night Writers, PO Box 2986, Paso Robl es, CA 93Ml4 7. C
websivwvew. sl oni ght wand epasy. owigt h a credit card.
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KudokKudokkudo s

Terry Sanville

Terry Sanvill e'As Chtamrgte dsthoryer&dyshort OsherySide ofil
Lati twidlel, appear in and upcappegredhttnad n@xlti leaduii
ofBl ood and Bourbon Ljtamnar yAapMandodlzodgwyepri nt journal pU
annual print journal publisdedcomdiT@romitwersity of N
Canada.

Terdyshort Headshwit 5| be

included in an upcBoahemi a&di ti on of
Renai ssance Literar yprMangtazi ne
journal out of Hi awassee, Georgi a.

Have Kudos to Crow About ?

Do you have a recent article or story published in a local, national or even
international print or online magazine? Or a book published?

How about a review, or an award, honor or recognition of your writing?

If so, wed like to know about it. To have your literary kudos included in
WordSmiths, send an email to slonwnewsletter@gmail.com by the 20th of
the month.

President: Janice Konstantfinidis
Vice-President: Vacant
Secretary: Leonard Carpentje We Need Your Help
Treasurer: Steve Derks

Program Director: St even Min

The succes-profithon

Membership Coordinator: Ji m Aap Ongsreﬁzzljzaglnointssl Imle(%bglr_g
Critique Group Coordinator: Ti na JCllarghk ents other than i
Social Media/Publicity Coordinator: organization could a k
Meagan Friberg Ni ght Writers has man

Contest Director: Vacant opportunities for melmb
Welcome Committee: Vac ant invol ved, fweolriknd gt he|
Sunshine Chair: Judythe Guar %g% gczlisfi ywio Smlmljasei)OI(ctqumaaisl '(
Website Master: Janice Konl;tlantlnldis' ' '
Web Assistant: Steve Derks

Newsletter Editor: St eve Der ks
Photographer: Vacant

he La
@ of

bl i sh
ontre
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mailto:jkon50@gmail.com

Page 12

Gi
An
Th
ar
fr
I i
en

s "~ —TaoaQ *aQ
@ O O > ¢ — I O

pr
mo
en
co
ch
ma
S0
h a
ti

Gi
t h
go
me

me .

Refl ections i n GI| asp
by Judy Yager

nny | ookedyddrkeolad 60i ttl edbdpmynown clerical work Janywa
nie. Rusty hair and freckifRe, fimpti shoypliq ti mes 5[]6 ign
e hkendck life had carved da9%estencared | -nhagdttea sp dlol al
ound her eyes and mouth. MRIKE§ fUR i ‘P(renlltn’g | became Jconce
om a dream, her tired fac'éOtonl'l‘ﬂe%\n fnatgnough notijce? N
ke a joyful toddler for eRReOR®MeYy WnWas a little gijft ex
tered the office. Or aImo%rfe‘éK/Fer‘ﬁinteh the others; Ino, |

all the protocodsjuandt hel Wwass
was teaching psychology agf acsgmalda) support. It sltung
mmunity coll ege in Wi|Iowlsoolgarliiéﬁ’trntiﬁrvough niie . I fl ot he
en | first met Ginny, thegpoffife SKRE"BId@MhImeply td a si
nny had been born and rai&@éjstiinoﬁ_hat tiny
ral town. Surrounded by al mond tree
rms, it had justl ame maadlowtOl$i,dered my options. My jo
ing in and out ofs tjhoeh plnalc®POGE Ml to risk rocki-ngl the
e froouorm junior college br @McH ofdd ong ation. And inviol vin
ve catalogs and forms to $¢8RYehment ghegyd,coul d be Jpunit
estions, and provide cler3®d I P&LUhpodft Moy Finally,f I de
structors. Most days, sheWha@ lfone.,F ol Resaeeln was
read her romance novels L@¥CRKhAY GpERunications gkills
l ks dropped by. She was frite@dd Yyn@mdshe seemed |ike a s
l comi ng. working person, that@ | fellt te
t from the moment we met,SeBeRaypootten off on the wron
nny and | did not connectN€Yelgyu®ednly tqa¢ffend herf in a
e just needed some ti me t%h'w%r%h%pr?‘%arded me with a |o

hostility that | began to stam

not hi ng. I toldd kreowiwhadt]dli dma
firstd towasaoncerned aboybn€i WP¥Yng a cchoard gen, and wan:
was t-fwemeyyears younger thansshespnis. She got wup and 1e
eoccupied with my | ife as a busy, singl e
m of two little girls, anM¥Y t$9Rfigdgnceakas pretty |l ow.
ds meet. In addition to afc®ilhgwag g§igl ! in the proces
unseling at a group home &% ri Ykt necessary to ble sel
ildren, and on weekend nl(‘gfh‘?%s'l”%e‘{"‘br@‘?j” friends asf it |
nage a disco. Teaching wa%i $§" in®ijmating when choosfling m
urce of income. My kids weWentiyes ik ehaadgl gara@aed that me
d to supportatthame langi dmo¥/e¥ays how they seem. Butl | pe
me for Ginny than she app@fR&GiiynGadl f owomen to be kind

trustworthy. Of course that ma

but people | earn at theirf own
neyattitude really got my, actotuepﬁltei ONears away froml|grasp
ough, when it became Gl ear that she wasn
ing to type up my tests or make copies for
, as she did for everyone else. | mok¢oRtinuedl1dn [page
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(Continued flrdJom page
some people are truly gems; some seem | i ke *
gems but when you get to know them they _
ard@n somé@ derem to have muPReg¥Ppap 'ater, 1 was stilfl tea
for them butlare gtmseunderMeatWe other jobs. Life wgs goi
when you really get to knoWeéthem!t awags @& beautiful Jaturd
finally, gender has nothingi tb! @BotWmghtpygo window qhoppi
So there | was in my early PRiFtPEE tRBALCcRRBYINt my iintere
like a little kid on the pRhygFBAAR WBEakskurniturejstore
Ginny was mean to me outside on the sidewalk | |felt
back. | could see myself ijn the
After obsessing about it O¥YRfecPBYE' Alusbt§iBsSc oul d make| out
nights, 1 concluded | had fgmhbednhprrbe; Timggrlh¥d hmidht 1o
had been too professional.|{(fpgohygFtmenPel shared |with
war mer toward her. Over the gpbbgwiﬁgr@pnfg§t in my |daydr
I showed a genuine interes&ahghpefnylé{,g 4R | saw mysel f
wor k. Nothing. | gave her ggmpphi MgREScaR8s a woman dtandi
expressed appreciation forbéﬁ?nbeﬁhé,t éf‘iFhQ-rlsbhilshculder
nothing. Alrighty then, | &f"‘L‘SHpéaQ@H“éHS I could sde bot
interest in her romance novel s. shared a bDbit
about my life struggles. | ORAg t%rorbkqg%””me(b'ee@ﬂtn”y
end. The woman wanted nothjngo@albch®awith
me - i just want you to know that |
I gave up. Not everyone hast hfAd!l {68 Pecal@8ei $ou remifnd me
worth the effort. The schophey®amagnmhedhudbhdndi ran dff wi
transferred back to the main campus, thank
goodness. I would never haEQePos geWVfar9one, and | qowld
agai n, and | had bigger th?%%'snto worry about .
Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately?
Control Your Own Information
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links. Contribute a writing blog peee publicity!
MEMBER SITE LINKS

List your website(s) and blog(s) with live link§i makes it easier for the public to find you and helps
build your platform.

BOOK REVIEWS
Get your book reviewed. Write areviewi i t s a valid publishing credjt.

WRITERS SERVICES

Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK
Become a OFandé of NightWriters! Visit NWOs Faclebook
book page and your websites and blogs to NW sites.

LINKEDIN
Connect with NW on LinkedIn. Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.
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Unexpected Li

another on the grou

How i nnocent we
How much we took

tter

bl own probabl y fdraosnh bao acradr,
one fading on a barbed

wire

by Carolyn Chilton Casas
Years @gd,ealve the house
each morning at seven
to meet my friends
to hike our hillside trails.
On Wednesdays, the day
the trash truck c¢ame,
I would take a plastic bag
to pick up litter along the way.
Those habits are | ost to ti me;
this morning | go alone.
At ni ne, eased by sleep and dr eams,
[ |l eave to walk our country roads.
Strangely, the shoulders nearly devyoi
a few wrappers, a water bottle, Ja
What shocks —-mewomopsatper f ace masKks,

fence,

nd among weeds.

|t has been four mont hs of

wer e
for

spreading

d
cal

a year algo.

granted.
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Monthly (Online) Meetings

During the pandemic isolation, we are offerin
Zoom (paeecef r details of our December 8 Gener

interested visitors to join us. The meetings

mont h. The Critique Table wil.l begin at 5:15
6: 30 pm. For a |link to our next Zoom meeting
j kon50@gma.i | . com

I f you have any ideas or comments about our o

Program Director, Smeven@Mahpal yaedu

Visitors are always welcome. Fwwwdeltamnilght wi is

Cormyplete Saitapg Seroices
.jﬁwm&é%%ymaf%%ﬂﬂﬁﬁgﬂyﬁﬂ

Susan Tuttle, Award Winning Author

Proofreading: spelling, punctuation, and grammar only. The last step before
publication.
Cost: $5/3 pages
What yvou get: a corrected document. Turnaround time & 1 week for a 250-300
page manuscript.

Line Editing: spelling, punctuation, grammar, word usage, sentence
construction, consistency of voice / style.
Cost: $5/ page
What you get: twwo documents, one corrected (spelling, punctuation, grammar
only), one with suggestions in track changes. Turnaround time & 1-1/2
weeks for a 250-300-page manuscript.

Developmental Editing: full evaluation of the story and plot, including character
development and growth, story arc, use of language, point of view, tense,
consistency / believability of story line, subplots, beginning and ending,
setting, author's voice / style, etc. Includes spelling, punctuation, and
gramimar.

Cost @ $850-%1,200 for 250-300-page manuscript, depending on amount of work
the manuscript needs. Flat rates also available.

What you get: a document with track changes for spelling, punctuation and
grammar, and comments, suggestions, and examples on ways to improve
the work. Turnaround time: 2-3 weeks, depending on amount of work
needed.

I will never rewrite vour work, I will only suggest ways you can make it better, with
examples for clarification. My goal is to help strengthen yvour unique author’s voice
while making sure vou tell the best story you can write.

Beta Reading Services also available, $530/ book.

Contact me at: editmel@yahoo.com
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mailto:jkon50@gmail.com?subject=Zoom%20link%20request
mailto:smintz@calpoly.edu
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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Ni ght Writers REVIEW B

As writers, we need to reafind a |isting of member 4
what others are doing. We read and review (on Amaz(
wor ks and whia,t whoaetsnwe neeitheir other favorite revi
avoid and what we want to works by other members.
our own bag of skills. Ni ght Writer member i n good
So, as loag asadéng, why nadvantage of.thls_board.

. . book for review, just col
ot her meabmerkss and write re |

. . listed here, and arrange

them® la -win for everyone:

. to them. Pl ease check car
by reading, and authors ga )
. . . your genre fits the genr e
i mportant reviews for thei

Have fun!
Ni ght Writers has set up a
where we connect member re
me mber wonevwervwor ks. Bel ow
Review Board Members*
Name Email Genres
Jim Aarons ji m@ eadvm. com historical fiction
Mar k Arnol d markarnol dphd@gmahi stori-tal , sci
Judith Bernsteryewit@ ive.com memoir, creative non
Steve Bowder sbowder @ i ve.com historical novel
David Brandin dbrandin@earthlinpolitical, histofica
Tina Clark outsidetheglasstjscfii, creative nonfi ¢
Rut h Cowne abuelalO@att.net memoir, flash fictiohp
Steven McCall steven.mccall 7@gnliterary fiction
Jody Jul kowskijjnteacher@mail .fiction, creative noh
Jenni fer Resccjkrescola@harterautobiography, novel §
Brian Schwartzbrian@selfpublishnonfiction
Mary Silbersteluvl amas@ymail.copoetry, fiction
Susan Tuttl e aim2write@vah00.cmy5tery’ suspense, pg
suspense

*To be added to our Review Board listing, write to: slonwnewsletter@gmail.com
and put Review Board in the subject line.
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mailto:jim@jeadvm.com
mailto:markarnoldphd@gmail.com
mailto:ryewit@live.com?subject=Book%20review%20request
mailto:sbowder@live.com
mailto:dbrandin@earthlink.net
mailto:outsidetheglasstjc@gmail.com
mailto:abuela10@att.net
mailto:steven.mccall7@gmail.com
mailto:jjnteacher@gmail.com
mailto:jkrescola@charter.net
mailto:brian@selfpublish.org
mailto:luvlamas@gmail.com
mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com

