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Presidentôs Letter 
by Janice Konstantinidis 

Photo by Lorraine Flakemore 

Suspended in pure concentration, 

with no time at all for cunctation, 

I spy with such glee,  

what I know is my tea. 

A succulent piece of crustacean! 

 

Janice Konstantinidis 

Dear Fellow NightWriters, 

The sun is on the move and plants are 

waking up for another cycle of growth, 

flowering, and bearing fruit and seeds.  This 

year the crocuses amazed us with their 

delicate bursts of color and perfect blossoms.  

Here is a little plant that shouts at me to 

make the most of our short time in the sun.     

Snowdrops also join the early spring scene.  

While not so flashy as the exuberant 

crocuses, they do impress with their 

hundreds of bell-shaped blossoms atop lush 

spring green stalks.   

Then come the daffodils, who take their time 

poking their green blades out of the soil, but 

in time produce sunny, radiant blossoms.  

How can these flowers not beguile the bees 

and other insects they attract?   

While the flowers in my garden are carefully 

nurtured and protected, those in the wild are 

vulnerable to what is happening to the 

planet: climate change.  I recommend that 

you read Judith Bernsteinôs New Times article 

referenced in the Kudos section of this issue.  

Reading Judithôs article made me look up the 

term grass roots, which is exactly the kind of 

effort needed regarding climate change as 

well as an apt horticultural reference for a 

gardener/writer like myself.  I hope that 

more of us will use our writing skills to raise 

awareness of the threat to the natural world 

that is upon us. 

 

Janice Konstantinidis, President  
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March 10, 2020 General Meeting:  

What does it take to produce a wildly successful 
podcast? 

Chris Lambert is the host of the wildly 

successful podcast Your Own Backyard, a 

series where listeners join him on the 

investigation into what happened to Kristin 

Smart. You will likely be hooked moments 

into Episode 1 as millions of other listeners 

have. 

As authors, we all are facing the grim reality 

that book sales continue to decline. Evolve or 

die has never rung so true. You can't deny 

that our 'on-the-go' society is simply reading 

fewer and fewer books every year (and 

there's plenty of data to back me up). While 

our content is still needed, it's the medium 

that's changing. Chris is one of the most 

recognizable podcasters on the central coast 

and he will be sharing rare insights into the 

profession of a podcast publisher. 

Similar to the 'Hot Seat' format I did with Jay 

Asher a few years ago, Chris will be on the 

hot seat to answer your questions about how 

to start, run, and promote a podcast. If you 

are familiar with Reddit's Ask Me Anything - 

this is similar, only in real life! It is a highly 

interactive and engaging format where the 

audience becomes part of the event. Chris 

Lambert is a freelance journalist and 

podcaster. From 2016-2019, he hosted Are 

We Okay?, a weekly conversational podcast 

about creativity, positivity, and purposeful 

living. In 2019, he released Your Own 

Backyard - and reignited national interest 

into the disappearance of Kristin Smart. He is 

also the editor of the 805 Living Eats Podcast 

and CONSUMED. 

Emcee Brian Schwartz is a long-time 

contributor to NightWriters and the founder 

of SelfPublish.org, a digital publishing 

consultant based in San Luis Obispo. He is 

currently creating websites for authors and 

small businesses with the PubWriter web 

builder he developed. 

Please join us on Tuesday, Mar. 10 at 

6:30pm as we welcome Chris Lambert to 

SLO NightWriters! 

https://www.yourownbackyardpodcast.com/
https://www.yourownbackyardpodcast.com/episodes/episode-01
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/are-we-okay/id1135595956
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/are-we-okay/id1135595956
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/consumed-with-jaime-lewis/id1458065357
https://read.pubwriter.com/
https://selfpublish.org/
https://pubwriter.com/
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February 2020 General Meeting in Pictures 
















